Pentecost 9, July 26, 2026

MATTHEW 13:44-52. (EHV)
“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field, which a man found
and hid again. In his joy, he goes away and sells all that he has and buys that
field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls. When
he found one very valuable pearl, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into the sea and
gathered fish of every kind. When the net was filled, they pulled it onto the shore.
They sat down and gathered the good fish into containers, but threw the bad
ones away. That is how it will be at the end of the world. The angels will go out
and separate the wicked from the righteous who are among them. And they will
throw the wicked into the fiery furnace where there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.” Jesus said to them, “Did you understand all these things?” They
answered him, “Yes.” He said to them, “Therefore every expert in the law who
has been trained as a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a
house whe brings out of his treasure both new things and old things.”

Most of you are familiar with the Monopoly board game. Under ordinary circumstances,
you probably wouldn’t sell everything you had in order to buy Park Place and Boardwalk, either
from the bank or from another player, right? But if you did do such a thing, what would your
reasons be?

Assuming that you weren’t crazy or trying to throw the game on purpose, you would
probably have two reasons for doing so. First, you would probably be desperate. You would
probably be in a situation where you had few properties of your own compared to everyone else,
and you realized that if you didn’t get something with lasting value soon, the little you had would
be gone in no time.

Second, you would be hoping that your investment would return more than you invested.
You would hope that the other players would consistently land on your properties, allowing you
to steadily regain your wealth and to develop those properties, thus gaining even more. Under
those circumstances, for those two reasons, those two properties might be worth everything to
you.

Jesus has several more parables about the kingdom of heaven for us today. He tells us
that the kingdom of heaven is much like Park Place and Boardwalk in that situation. It involves
valuable treasure, worthing staking everything on. Only there is no risk involved and it offers
value much greater even than real earthly wealth, not to mention play money. Today we want to
consider the treasure of Jesus.

As Pastor Windsperger read in the Gospel last week, after Jesus told a string of parables,
he sent the people away and went into the house where he was staying, probably in Capernaum.
His disciples, which would have included his apostles and probably some others, came to him
and asked him to explain the parable of the weeds in the field. Jesus did, and then he went on to
tell them four more parables—parables that only Matthew records.

The first two are similar: “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field,
which a man found and hid again. In his joy, he goes away and sells all that he has and buys that



field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls. When he found one
very valuable pearl, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.”

These two are similar, but there are some distinguishing details. In the first one, we just
have a seemingly random man. We’re not told anything about him, not even that he was looking
for the treasure that he found. He almost seems to find it by accident. But once he finds this
treasure hidden in a field, he re-hides it to make sure no one else finds it, and then he goes away
and sells everything he has and buys that field. That’s how valuable the treasure is. It’s worth that
much to him.

In the second one, we have a specific man, a merchant, someone who makes his
livelihood buying and selling. And this particular merchant is a pearl merchant. Pearls are formed
when a mollusk, such as an oyster, has an irritant enter its shell. As a defense mechanism, the
mollusk produces layers of fluid, called nacre, around the irritant. These layers build up and
harden over a number of years, and the result is a pearl. Not all pearls are equal. A pearl
merchant would look for one that was large, had a clean, smooth surface, a nice round shape, a
brilliant surface luster, and a deep-seated glow. A fine pearl could be sold for three times its
weight in solid gold, or more, in Jesus’s day.

This merchant finds one highly valuable pearl for sale, the best he’s ever seen. Here is
where we find out that he must have been in the pearl business not primarily because it was the
only way he knew how to make money, but because he truly loved and appreciated pearls. He is
a man who values and appreciates beauty. So even though it doesn’t necessarily make any
financial sense, he, like the random guy who found the hidden treasure, sells everything he has
and buys this pearl—not to resell it for profit, but simply so that it may be his own.

What is the kingdom of heaven worth to you? What is the gospel worth to you? What is
Jesus worth to you? What is this, right here, right now—gathering together with other believers
around the saving and strengthening word of God—worth to you? Is it better than all your
riches? Is it better than all your potential riches? Would you be willing to give it all up if it meant
keeping the gospel? Would you be willing to give up any potential to make money in the future if
it meant keeping the gospel?

And let’s forget these hypothetical questions. When you have the chance to make or get
money, do you just blindly take it, or do you first ask if the way you’re getting it is God-
pleasing? And if it is God-pleasing, once you get it, is the first question you ask yourself, “How
can I use this to glorify God and to serve and help my neighbor?” Do you show that the kingdom
of heaven is the treasure greater than all your treasures?

Do you consider it the finest and most beautiful of all finery and beauty? When you sing,
“Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands, robed in flowers of blooming spring; Jesus is
fairer, Jesus is purer; he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. Fair is the sunshine, fair is the
moonlight, bright the sparkling stars on high; Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer, than all
the angels in the sky,” do you mean it? Do you prefer Jesus to music, to art, to jewelry, to
fashion, to beautiful vistas? Do you view and use all of those earthly forms of finery and beauty
in a way that reflects your preference for the beauty of the gospel of Jesus?

If not, Jesus tells us why we should reconsider: “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
dragnet that was cast into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. When the net was filled, they



pulled it onto the shore. They sat down and gathered the good fish into containers, but threw the
bad ones away. That is how it will be at the end of the world. The angels will go out and separate
the wicked from the righteous who are among them. And they will throw the wicked into the
fiery furnace where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

This is similar to the parable of the weeds in the field. But in this case, it makes us think
of ourselves as good or bad fish, instead of as wheat or weeds. As we’ve considered before, fish
don’t really have much of a purpose, until they get caught. They just sort of move back and forth
aimlessly, looking for food, looking for protection, eating, resting, getting some exercise, laying
eggs or fertilizing them.

Whether we acknowledge it or not, the kingdom of heaven is the greatest treasure, it is far
and away the most valuable and beautiful thing God has given us, because it gives us purpose. If
we don’t recognize its value, then on Judgment Day, when the angels are sorting out the wicked
from the righteous, we will be bad fish, discarded into the furnace of hell. We will be worthless,
because we’ve spent our lives on things that are worthless in comparison with the treasure of
Jesus.

Jesus said to his disciples, “Did you understand all these things?”

They answered him, “Yes.”

He said to them, “Therefore every expert in the law who has been trained as a disciple in
the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his treasure both new
things and old things.”

Do you want to know another reason the kingdom of heaven is the greatest treasure?
Because it can never be exhausted. Scripture is a stream a lamb can wade across, but an elephant
can also swim in it. You can read a commentary by Augustine or Luther and say, “Oh man, he
nailed it”—and they did—and yet you or even a little child could come up with a new insight
tomorrow equally as true. And that goes for Jesus’s parables too.

Do you want proof of this from these same parables?

How about this: In almost all of Jesus’s parables, Jesus and his heavenly Father are the
subjects and doers. That was true also of the parable of the net. Yes, you could say angels were
the subjects, but God is the one ultimately behind the order to harvest humanity and to separate
the good from the bad.

Well, what if Jesus and his heavenly Father are the subjects and doers of the first two
parables too?

What does Jesus treasure?

Isn’t it interesting that Jesus says the first man, the apparently random guy, finds his
treasure hidden in a field, right after he told the parable of the weeds, in which, according to his
own explanation, the field was the world? Isn’t it interesting that, “in his joy,” he doesn’t sell all
he has and buy simply the treasure, but buys the entire field? Maybe this man, this guy, isn’t so
random after all. What was it the writer to the Hebrews said? “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the
author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Heb. 12:2). What was it that John
said? “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours, but for the sins of the whole
world” (1 John 2:2).



And maybe now would be a good time to notice one other important difference between
the first two parables. In the first parable, there is simply a treasure—presumably a whole
collection of stuff, just as Jesus said at the end of our section that the owner of the house brings
new things and old things out of his treasure. But in the second parable, there’s just one treasured
object—one very valuable, beautiful, magnificent pearl. And the man, the merchant looking to
purchase, sells all he has and buys it.

Aren’t there two precious truths here? Jesus treasures us, the whole of us, the lot of us.
We humans, and yes, in a special way, we believers are his treasure. But you know who else is
his treasure?

Let’s pull out an old treasure from Martin Luther to help us understand this new treasure
we’re mining from these parables: “I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father
from eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary is my Lord. He has redeemed me, a lost
and condemned creature, purchased and won me—from all sins, from death, and from the power
of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent
suffering and death. All this he did that 7 should be his own and live under him in his kingdom
and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as he has risen from
the dead and lives and rules eternally.”

“When he found one very valuable pearl, he went and sold all that he had and bought it”
—not to resell it for profit, but simply that it might be his own. His treasure.

Do you understand these things? Do you see the treasure of Jesus? Do you see the
treasure that is Jesus? Do you see the treasure that is Jesus because you see how you are what
Jesus treasures? He purchased the entire world with all he has. He has purchased, and purposed,
you to be his own, to receive eternal life. Amen.



