Lutheran Radio Service Devotion, June 21, 2026

We are continuing our series on the fruit of the Spirit, which the apostle Paul spells out in
Galatians 5:22-23. In the larger context he contrasts the fruit of the Spirit with the works of the
flesh. Two weeks ago we covered the Spirit’s fruit of love and joy, and last week we covered the
fruit of peace, patience, and kindness. Today we want to cover goodness and faithfulness. Listen
to Galatians 5:19-23:

GALATIANS 5:19-23. (EHV)
Now the works of the sinful flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity,
complete lack of restraint, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, discord, jealousy, outbursts of
anger, selfish ambition, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness,
orgies, and things similar to these. | warn you, just as | also warned you before,
that those who continue to do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.

The fruit of the Spirit is goodness. That seems pretty obvious, right? You could say that
the whole purpose of religion, whether Christian or not, is to find out what is good and evil and
to pursue what is good and to avoid evil. But what is good? Now as much as ever, the pursuit of
goodness in many ways seems pointless, because defining what is good seems nearly impossible.
What is good to one person or in one context may not be good to another person or in another
context, and what’s good today may not be good tomorrow.

The pursuit of goodness is therefore yet another thing that stresses the need for the
existence of God, because without the existence of an objective, inarguable standard of good that
exists outside of all of us, the pursuit of goodness is completely useless, and the morality or
value of every single activity becomes relative. In fact, without God there is no real morality.
Good and evil become merely human constructs that don’t exist in reality.

True goodness, therefore, is the same thing as godliness, because God is the supreme
good. First, he is the supreme example of good, because everything he says and does, he does
with our eternal welfare in mind. The person and work of Jesus Christ on our behalf are the
ultimate proof of that. Second, he is also the ultimate judge of good and evil, because on the Last
Day he will be the judge of all people, rewarding the good and condemning the bad. And no one
will be able to argue with him or oppose him.

So if goodness and godliness are the same thing, then the first fundamental principle of
goodness is this: In order to be considered truly good, a thought, word, or action has to be in
harmony not with human opinion, even if it’s universally popular opinion, or even with official
church teaching as such. Rather what is good must be in harmony with what God has clearly
revealed in his word. If any action or activity of human origin takes precedence over or
contradicts God’s word, that is an evil action or activity.

So the most obvious examples of evil are flat disobedience to God’s commandments. God
tells us to honor our parents; if we talk back to them, are rude to them, or won’t provide for them
when they need it, we are not being good people. God tells us not to let any unwholesome talk
come out of our mouths; if four-letter words and so-called locker room language readily come
off of our tongues, we are not being good people.
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But then there are the not-so-obvious examples—cases where society has made such a
big deal of something that God says nothing about, that we, too, start treating it as if it were a
matter of good or evil, maybe even without realizing it. Or there are even cases where society so
strongly praises something that goes contrary to God’s word, that we, too, start thinking that that
is a virtue. For example, a 2016 study revealed that teens and young adults generally consider not
recycling to be worse than viewing pornographic images or reading pornographic content, even
though God’s word doesn’t say anything about recycling, in and of itself, while he has plenty to
say about sexual immorality.

There are also cases where God’s word makes a big deal out of something that society
couldn’t care less about. For example, God’s word says that teaching and believing false doctrine
is evil (e.g. Exod. 20:7; 1 Kings 13; 2 Tim. 4:3—4). That is, we should not teach or believe as a
religious truth anything that God does not clearly say is true in his word. That includes
misinterpreting or misunderstanding something that God’s word says. Society at large doesn’t
care about that; in fact, it would largely deny that it’s even possible to teach something
objectively false in the realm of religion.

In fact, this principle that God’s word is what makes a good work is so strong that it can
actually turn things that would otherwise be vices into virtues. Killing someone is ordinarily a
sin, but if you have God’s word on your side when you’re doing it—for instance, if you are a
duly appointed judge in a territory in which the death penalty is legal and you are dealing with a
duly convicted murderer, or if you are a legitimate soldier fighting in a just war—then killing can
actually be a good work. Hitting someone is ordinarily a sin, but if you have God’s word on your
side when you’re doing it, such as if you are a parent disciplining your child (in love, and not out
of selfish anger) or an officer of the law restraining a criminal from criminal activity, then hitting
someone can actually be a good work.

Another way to think of this principle is that a truly good person doesn’t just honor and
respect the Ten Commandments. He also keeps them in their original, God-given order. In other
words, we remember that the first three commandments, which have to do with our attitude
toward God and his word, come before all the others for a good reason.

The second fundamental principle of goodness is this: In order to be considered truly
good, a thought, word, or action must also proceed from a good and pure heart. And conversely,
a heart with impure motives makes a work bad. The Bible condemns worship of and obedience
to God that takes place only with the lips and the hands and not first and foremost with the heart
(Psalm 50:7-15; Joel 2:13; Matt. 15:8).

Just as the first principle of goodness is so powerful that it can turn something that is
ordinarily a vice into a virtue, so this second principle is so powerful that it can turn something
that would otherwise be virtuous, something in perfect harmony with God’s word, into a vice.
This is why people can donate millions to charity or save hundreds of people’s lives on the
operating table and still be bad people in God’s sight—because their motives are selfish and
impure. God’s word says we should attend church regularly, and all the more as we see the Last
Day approaching. But you can go to church and Bible class every Sunday like clockwork, and if
you are doing it simply for show or so that your pastor will say nice things about you at your
funeral, or if you record the Lutheran Radio Service every week simply because it’s part of your



job and you’re getting paid to do it, your regular church attendance and service recording is an
evil deed in God’s sight, not a good one.

Goodness loves God with all one’s heart, soul, mind, and strength. Then, with that
foundation, goodness also love one’s neighbor as oneself. Goodness hates everything opposed to
God’s word, though when it encounters such things, it deals with them in patience and love.
Goodness loves the callings and roles God has given and does its best within them, not envying
or begrudging the callings and roles God has given to others.

The fruit of the Spirit is goodness.

The fruit of the Spirit is also faithfulness. A faithful person is true to his word, just as God
is always true to his. He is a reliable, dependable, believable person. He tells the truth. When a
faithful person applies for a job and is hired, he shows up for work on time and works hard doing
what he’s being paid to do, even when no one but God is watching. When a faithful person says
he will do something, and especially when he makes a vow or promise, like in marriage, he does
it. When a faithful person is entrusted with something, he treats what he has been trusted with as
if it were his very own. In Jesus’s parable of the talents (Matt. 25:14—-30), the master gave three
of his servants different amounts of talents. The first one put his five talents to use and gained
five more. The second one put his two talents to use and gained two more. The third one simply
buried his one talent in the ground. The first two had different abilities and different outcomes,
but both were faithful. The third man was not.

As with the other fruit of the Spirit, we do well to note that it is just that—fruit of the
Spirit. These are not simply virtues. These are virtues that can only be present through faith in
Jesus worked by the Holy Spirit. Without God’s goodness in Christ Jesus, we can have none of
our own, and his goodness continues even when ours falters. We say in the table prayer, “Oh,
give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good” (Psalm 118:1). Good is simply who he is. Adam and
Eve ran away from God in the Garden of Eden because they knew they were no longer good, but
their mistake was in thinking that because they were no longer good, God was no longer good
either and would now be out to get them. But God, in his unfailing goodness, sought them out so
that he could call them to repentance and promise them a Savior. Without God’s faithfulness to
his promises in Christ Jesus, we can have no faithfulness of our own, and as the apostle Paul
writes to Timothy: “If we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he cannot disown himself” (2
Tim. 2:13).

The fruit of the Spirit is goodness. And it is faithfulness. May the goodness and
faithfulness of God, proven to us in Christ Jesus, insure that we have this fruit in rich measure.
Amen.



