
MATTHEW 28:16–20. (EHV)
The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had directed 
them. When they saw him, they worshipped him, but some hesitated because 
they were uncertain. Jesus approached and spoke to them saying, “All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and gather disciples 
from all nations by baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and by teaching them to keep all the instructions I have given 
you. And surely I am with you always until the end of the age.”

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, until the very end of the age.” 

If you were catechized and confirmed as a child, do you remember having to commit 
those words to memory, perhaps in slightly different words, depending on which Bible 
translation was in vogue at the time? And if you had to commit them to memory, what lesson or 
doctrine was this passage being used to underscore? 

The two natures in Christ or the omnipotence (or almighty-ness) of Christ? “All 
authority…has been given to me.” 

The omnipresence of Christ? “Surely I am with you always until the very end of the age.” 
The universality of the gospel? “Go and make disciples of all nations.” 
Baptism or the Trinity? “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 
How much of the Scriptures are important? “Teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you.” 
And I’m sure there are some teachings I am missing. These words of Jesus have come to 

be known as the “Great Commission,” not just because they encompass the whole world and all 
of time, but also because it encompasses so much theology. 

On this Holy Trinity Sunday, as we reflect on the nature and work of our triune God, let’s 
take a closer look at Jesus’s Great Commission. 

On Holy Thursday evening, Jesus had promised his disciples: “After I have risen, I will 
go ahead of you into Galilee.” Only Matthew and John record Jesus fulfilling this promise. John 
tells the story about how Jesus appeared to seven of them in Galilee in the morning after they had 
been fishing during the night. Only Matthew tells how Jesus fulfilled his promise to all eleven of 
them by arranging to meet them on a mountain or hill in Galilee. 
	 What strikes us is the way Matthew introduces these words: “The eleven disciples went 
to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had directed. When they saw him, they worshipped him”
—the idea here is that they actually fell down before him in worship—“but some hesitated 
because they were uncertain,” or it could also be translated, “but some doubted.” 
	 Jesus had already appeared to Mary Magdalene and the other women, to Peter, to the two 
Emmaus disciples, and to all eleven of them behind locked doors in Jerusalem—twice. And 
perhaps he had appeared to them at other times too. How could there still be some disciples on 
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this mountain in Galilee who were hesitant and uncertain? And even if there were, why would 
Matthew introduce these important words of Jesus this way? 
	 First, I think Matthew and the Holy Spirit, who spoke through him, are letting us know 
what we can expect as we share the gospel. I’ve already told you multiple stories about a lady I 
used to minister to who was well into her hundreds; she ended up passing away at 111 in 2019. 
She used to tell me, “People always tell me that everyone has doubts about God at one time or 
another. I never had any doubts. My dad told me this is how it is, and he showed it to me from 
the Bible, and I believed it.” While I think you’ll all agree that’s a wonderful thing, I think you’ll 
also agree that kind of faith is rare. If even the eleven disciples closest to Jesus, who saw him in 
the flesh, had doubters among them, then we are going to encounter people with doubts too, and 
not just among the unbelievers. 
	 Second, Matthew and the Holy Spirit are telling us that the words Jesus is about to speak 
are true regardless of people’s reaction to them. As Paul says in Romans 3, our lack of faith does 
not nullify God’s faithfulness. God’s word is true whether we believe it or not. 
	 And third, Jesus’s words are also, perhaps especially, for the doubters. He doesn’t say, 
“Okay, you six or you four with doubts, go and wait at the bottom of the mountain. I have some 
important words to say to the others.” No, he includes all of them. All Christians are believer and 
unbeliever, saint and sinner, at the same time. But Jesus defines us by our faith, not by our 
doubts. Jesus defines us by his holiness, not by our sins. 

	 And after Matthew has introduced Jesus’s important words in this strange way, he gives 
us the words themselves: “Jesus approached and spoke to them saying, ‘All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and gather disciples from all nations by 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and by teaching 
them to keep all the instructions I have given you. And surely I am with you always until the end 
of the age.’” 

These words consist of two statements of fact that sandwich what we have come to call 
the Great Commission. The two statements of fact give us the reason for Christ’s Great 
Commission and our motivation and strength for carrying it out. 
	 The first statement of fact, or first piece of bread on the sandwich, is this: “All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” Here is where we get a glimpse into the two 
natures in Christ. Jesus cannot be speaking here according to his divine nature. According to his 
divine nature, he already had all authority in heaven and on earth from eternity. So Jesus must be 
speaking according to his human nature. He has fulfilled God’s will and now he, a human being 
like us, has been given all authority in heaven and on earth. From the speck of dust settling on 
the farthest star to a bill being signed into law to you sneezing into your sleeve, and everything 
big or small in between, there isn’t anything that happens in the entire universe that Jesus, the 
Son of God and Son of Man, isn’t standing behind and standing over and saying, “Let that be 
done” or “Let that happen. I will use it for good.” 
	 If you had that kind of authority, how would you use it? Christ uses it to give a 
commission to his disciples, what we might call the contents of the sandwich: 
	 “Go and gather or make disciples of all nations.” Jesus uses his authority to give us the 
privilege of making disciples for him. He doesn’t say, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
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been given to me. So I don’t need you disciples anymore. I’ll just sit up in heaven and zap faith 
into the hearts of whomever I want.” No, “You, my disciples, go and make more disciples of all 
nations.” 
	 And notice the promise that is implicit in those words. If he tells us to go and make 
disciples, he is saying, “Your sharing of my word will not be fruitless. You will actually succeed 
in making disciples. You won’t just be sowing seed. Plants will actually sprout up and grow.” 
	 And those disciples will be made from all nations. We all share the blood of Adam and 
Eve. Jesus shed his blood for all. So we share the good news of forgiveness and salvation in 
Jesus with all, regardless of nationality, color, culture, or past record. 
	 Jesus divides the commission to make disciples of all nations into two activities—
baptizing and teaching. “Baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.” Jesus very clearly puts all three, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, side by side and on an 
equal plane. If just one of these three were not God, then it wouldn’t do much good to baptize 
anyone into this threefold name, would it? But it does do good. Christian baptism puts us into a 
relationship with the One who created us, the One who redeemed and saved us by his blood, and 
the One who gives and strengthens faith in him and helps us to persevere in it until the end. 
	 Note, too, that we are to baptize “them.” Who are the “them”? People from every nation. 
Sometimes those who reject infant baptism will say, “But there isn’t a specific command to 
baptize babies.” Well, yes, there is. Jesus tells us to go and make disciples of “all nations” by 
baptizing them. Aren’t babies included in a nation when a national census is taken? 

Jesus isn’t giving us any restrictions with regard to age, just as he doesn’t give us any 
restrictions with regard to gender. Just as we don’t say, “Well, there isn’t a specific command to 
baptize women, so we shouldn’t baptize them,” so also we don’t say, “Jesus doesn’t specifically 
tell us to baptize infants, so we shouldn’t baptize them.” The only qualifications given for 
baptism are these: First, Jesus and his apostles call it the washing of rebirth (John 3:3–8; Titus 
3:5), which implies that a person must first be born before being baptized. Second, Peter tells us 
in Acts 2 baptism is for those who repent and believe the good news, and that it is also for the 
children of such people, regardless of age. That’s why we don’t, for instance, fly a plane over a 
city and indiscriminately dump water on the people below and baptize them, and why we don’t 
sneak babies away from their unbelieving parents when they’re not looking so that we can 
baptize them. Apart from that, Jesus’s simple words, “all nations,” are pretty broad and pretty 
clear. 
	 The second activity Jesus mentions in connection with making disciples is teaching. 
“Teaching them to keep all the instructions I have given you.” That includes law commands like, 
“Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,” and gospel commands like, “Believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.” 
	 And note how many of his instructions and commands are included. Christianity and 
Christian teaching isn’t just about the basics or the essentials. We want people to know and 
observe and treasure all of God’s word. 
	 Now we don’t all carry out the Great Commission in the same way. Jesus has given some 
to be apostles, evangelists, pastors, and teachers, not all. Jesus has given us all different gifts and 
callings, and based on our gifts and callings, we have a more acting role or a more supportive 
role to play in carrying out this commission. We can make sure that we bring our children to be 
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baptized and that the message of the gospel is passed down to them. We can pray for the work of 
the Church and for the lost. We can give to church bodies and institutions and schools that help 
to train pastors, Christian teachers, and missionaries. We can ask if we can teach Sunday School 
or Vacation Bible School. We can study God’s word by attending church and Bible study and 
having regular devotions, so that we are better equipped to fulfill Christ’s instructions, and thus 
make the Church attractive to unbelievers, and so that we are better equipped to share the gospel 
as God gives us opportunity at work or in other conversational settings. But we ought always to 
have the Great Commission in mind. Christianity isn’t just about me and my family and my 
congregation and community. It’s about the whole world. 
	 And now the second statement of fact or second slice of bread to complete the sandwich: 
“And surely I am with you always to the end of the age.” When Jesus says, “I am with you,” the 
you is plural. I don’t want to downplay the fact that Jesus is with us all individually. But he is 
with us individually to the extent that we belong to something collective, the body of his 
believers. He is with the Church. 
	 And he is with them always! Literally Jesus says, “all the days.” Today too. Remember 
that when you’re afraid to share his good news, or when you feel too weak or inadequate to keep 
his instructions. Remember that when you’re afraid of what’s happening in the world around you 
and what the future holds. Remember that when you’re confused. Remember that when you’re in 
pain. Remember that when you’re struggling with doubts about the triune God and his will and 
his love. Ask yourself, “Is it a day today?” And if it’s a day, then it’s a day on which Jesus is with 
you and all believers, to strengthen you and keep you and to rescue you from every evil attack 
and to bring you safely to his heavenly kingdom. 

What a commission! It’s a great one, worthy of committing to memory: “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and gather disciples from all nations by 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and by teaching 
them to keep all the instructions I have given you. And surely I am with you always until the end 
of the age.” It has to be a great commission, because the One who gave it is the Greatest. Amen.
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