
ACTS 4:8–12. (EHV)
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and 
elders of Israel, if we are being questioned today for a kind act that was done for 
the lame man, as to how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you 
and to all the people of Israel that it was by the name of Jesus Christ the 
Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead! By him this man 
stands before you healed. This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you 
builders, which has become the cornerstone [Ps. 118:22]. There is salvation in no 
one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to people by which we 
must be saved.” 

Not long after Pentecost, the apostles Peter and John were going up to the temple in 
Jerusalem around 3 p.m., which was one of the traditional hours of prayer. They were entering 
through one of the temple gates that was named Beautiful, presumably because it was 
particularly beautiful, and they passed a beggar who was lame from birth as they did so. The 
beggar asked Peter and John for a donation. But Peter told him, “Silver and gold I do not have, 
but what I do have I will give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get up and walk!” 

Peter then took him by the right hand and raised him up, and the man went into the 
temple courts with them walking, jumping, and praising God. This caused a large crowd to 
gather around Peter and John, and Peter seized the opportunity to preach the gospel to them and 
to point them to Jesus. He told them that they had killed the Author of Life, but that God had 
raised him from the dead, and that he was now calling them all to repent and turn to God through 
faith in Jesus to have their sins wiped out. 

As Peter and John were speaking, the priests, the commander of the temple guard, and the 
Sadducees approached them. They were particularly upset because Peter and John were 
proclaiming the resurrection of the dead in connection with Jesus. They arrested them and put 
them in jail until the next day, because it was already evening by then. 

The next day the rulers, the elders, the experts in the law, and the members of the high 
priest’s family brought out Peter and John to stand in front of them for questioning. They asked 
them, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 

It was in response to this question that Peter spoke the words of our First Lesson today: 
“Rulers of the people and elders of Israel, if we are being questioned today for a kind act that 
was done for the lame man, as to how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you and 
to all the people of Israel that it was by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you 
crucified, whom God raised from the dead! By him this man stands before you healed. This Jesus 
is the stone that was rejected by you builders, which has become the cornerstone.” 

Now you tell me: How can this be the same man who fled from Jesus with all the other 
disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane on the night when Jesus was betrayed? How can this be 
the same man who denied Jesus three times, even in front of a servant girl, after promising Jesus 
he would die with him before disowning him? How can this be the same man who was nowhere 
to be found when Jesus was hanging on the cross? How can this be the same man who was 
behind locked doors for fear of the Jews on at least two different occasions? 
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Part of the answer is what Luke tells us here, that Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit, 
and that was the result of Jesus pouring out the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. But Jesus only poured 
out the Spirit on Pentecost on those who were convinced of the content of Peter’s message here
—namely that Jesus had truly risen from the dead, and that because he had risen, they would one 
day rise from the dead too. 

In other words, the Easter message has power. It puts the conscience-stricken at peace. It 
makes the despairing hopeful. It makes the unsure confident. It makes the timid bold. It enables 
us to tell others the truth about their sin and what they deserve by nature. It enables us to tell 
others the truth about their salvation, and that their sin is wiped out through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

But there isn’t just power in the Easter message. There is also urgency. 
Did you hear how Peter concluded his address to the Jewish leaders? “There is salvation 

in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to people by which we must be 
saved.” 

Let’s flesh that out a little. There is no salvation in Buddha. There is no salvation in 
Mohammed or Allah. There is no salvation in Peter or in his supposed successor in Rome. There 
is no salvation in Martin Luther. There is no salvation in Joseph Smith or Brigham Young. There 
is no salvation in your name, in your works, in your merits, or in mine. There is only salvation in 
Jesus, and in him alone. There is no other name under heaven given to people by which they 
must be saved. But in his name, there is salvation in abundance, salvation won for all, salvation 
received by them if only they believe in his name. 

There is therefore urgency in the Easter message. 
There’s urgency, first, simply because it’s such good news. The other week we bought my 

daughter her first fishing rod. Then, this past Thursday after work, I told her that we were going 
to go try out her fishing rod at the pond. Her first reaction was not to say, “Yeah!”, or to have me 
get on her socks and shoes, or even to go grab her fishing rod. Her first reaction, after her jaw 
dropped and her eyes got wide, was to run away from me, down the hallway, to go tell my wife. 
It was good news, and so she had to share it, before anything else. 

Jesus died on a cross and paid for all of your sins. He rose from the dead and appeared to 
hundreds of eyewitnesses to guarantee it. Because he rose, all who believe in him will likewise 
rise from the dead on Judgment Day and will live with him forever, body and soul, in glory. 
Don’t we have to share that with somebody, with anybody? 

But there’s also urgency because not everyone believes that good news, and those who 
don’t believe it will not have salvation, but damnation. It isn’t just that all who believe in him 
will likewise rise from the dead on Judgment Day and will live with him forever in glory, it’s 
also that only those who believe in him will. And we all know people who don’t. 

While my brother was watching the Milwaukee Brewers game the other day with his 
daughter and son, my niece and nephew, his daughter asked him, “Dad, do you know if any of 
the Brewers players believe in God?” 

Now, the story ended somewhat humorously. My brother responded, “I don’t know.” 
But then his son piped up and said, “Yeah, Christian Yelich. Duh!” 
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But there’s a serious reminder behind that conversation—an encouragement to childlike 
faith in Jesus and and encouragement to regain our childlike concern that, if people don’t believe 
in Jesus, then they are not going to be saved. And there are people we know, people we are 
related to, people we work with, people we like, who don’t believe in Jesus and are therefore on 
the road to hell, or at least who might not believe in Jesus and therefore might be on the road to 
hell. Even people with the first name of Christian. 

Probably the number one excuse I’ll hear from Christians as to why they don’t share their 
faith more is that they’re concerned that they don’t have or know the right words to say. But 
guess what the very next verse after our text says? “When they saw the boldness of Peter and 
John and found out that they were uneducated and untrained men, they were astonished and took 
note of the fact that these men had been with Jesus.” 

Spend time with Jesus; listen to Jesus in his word. The more time you spend with Jesus, 
the more the power and urgency of the gospel will work on your heart, and the less you’ll be 
concerned about whether you have the right words to say. You’ll be able simply to ask yourself, 
for instance, “What story do I know about Jesus that I can share that relates to this person’s 
situation or this conversation I’m having or hearing? Jesus calms the storm? Jesus blessing the 
infants and telling people the kingdom of God belongs to such as they? The parable of the 
Pharisee and the tax collector? Jesus forgiving the sins of the paralyzed man before healing him 
of his paralysis? The parable of the sower and the seed? The parable of the workers hired to work 
in the vineyard at different hours of the day? Jesus going to Zacchaeus’s house? His rescuing of 
the woman caught in adultery from being stoned? His driving out the legion of demons from the 
man who lived among the tombs? His prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane? His suffering 
without complaint? His death? His resurrection? His appearance to multiple eyewitnesses?” 

Or, to put it another way, think back to what Peter told the lame man sitting by the 
Beautiful Gate: “What I have I will give you.” Okay, you don’t have formal theological training. 
Then don’t share it. You don’t have a witty response with a play on words that people will write 
down and refer to for years to come. Then don’t give one. But you all have something given to 
you by the Holy Spirit. What you have that can help them, give them, and give it to them in the 
name of Jesus. After all, “there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given to people by which we must be saved.” 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! That is a message with power. That is a message with 
urgency. Take comfort in it and get strength from it. And share it, as God gives you the 
opportunity to do so. Amen.

-  -3


