Lutheran Radio Service Devotion, April 26, 2026

We have been walking through the final chapter of Matthew. Last week we heard what the angel
told the women at the tomb on that first Easter morning, and how Jesus met them as they were
hurrying back to tell Jesus’s disciples what the angel had told them. Today we simply want to
focus on the words Jesus spoke to the women. Listen to Matthew 28:5-10:

MATTHEW 28:5-10. (EHV, alt.)
The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid! | know that you are looking for
Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here. He has risen, just as he said. Come,
see the place where the Lord lay. Go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has risen
from the dead! And look, he is going ahead of you to Galilee. There you will see
him.” Behold! | have told you!” They hurried away from the tomb, with fear and
great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said,
“Greetings!” They approached, took hold of his feet, and worshipped him. Then
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go, tell my brothers that they should go to
Galilee, and there they will see me.”

Can we begin by simply stopping to marvel that we are able to read and share words that
were spoken by the Son of God himself? The almighty, all-knowing, and all-wise Son of God,
who is completely independent and self-sufficient, who is responsible for creating the entire
universe and rules over all of it with absolute power, has condescended to take on our human
flesh, to walk on the earth we inhabit, and to speak to us, and he has left a written record of many
of the words he has spoken, so that we can hear what he spoke, too. Some of you may have a
red-letter Bible, which prints in red ink all the words that Jesus spoke out of his own physical
mouth. Red-letter Bibles underscore this amazing truth in a visual way. Wherever you see red
print—those are words the Son of God in human flesh spoke not through the mouth or pen of
another, but spoke directly with his own physical, human voice and lips.

With that in mind, it should floor us to hear the Son of God meet these women on that
first Easter morning with such an ordinary phrase: “Greetings!” It’s as if he were simply saying,
“Hello!” or “Hey there!” It not only underscores that Jesus was truly human in addition to being
true God, but also his friendliness to us humans. He doesn’t greet the women with, “Ah,
mortals!”, or, “There you are, you scaredy-cats or you doubters!”, or, “So, here are the people
who expected to find me still dead this morning!”

Nope. “Greetings!” he says to them. You can just about imagine his broad smile.

They approach him, bend down and take hold of his feet, and worship him.

We also should not pass over too quickly the fact that the first people Jesus appeared to
after rising from the dead were women. Women were the first eyewitnesses of Christ’s
resurrection, and they were the first to testify about it to others.

This in itself shows that Christianity was not and is not a hoax. If some people tried to
invent a false but believable religion at this time, purely to gain a following and to amass power
and influence for themselves, they would not have made women the first witnesses of Christ’s
resurrection. Why? Because the prevailing attitude toward women at this time, both in the wider
Roman world and among the Jews, was not one that readily gave credence to their views and
their testimony. When the Jewish historian Josephus, a contemporary of Jesus, interpreted the



law of Moses, he said something that Moses never said, namely that a woman’s testimony was
not to be admitted in court because, in Josephus’s words, women tended to be foolish, fickle, and
rash.

Similarly, in the second century when Christianity was growing, one of the criticisms
prominent Romans leveled against Christianity was that it was a religion primarily aimed at
those most gullible and exploitable, and they included children, slaves, and women in that
category. Now I’m not saying that’s how any of this should have been; I’m just saying that’s how
it was back then.

So again, the fact that the risen Jesus first appears to women in the Gospels is further
proof that the resurrection is not made up. The only reason the Gospel writers would have had to
make women the first witnesses of the resurrection is if, in fact, women were the first witnesses
and the Gospel writers were more interested in reporting the historical facts than anything else.
Jesus is also underscoring that he loves all people, that he came to save all people, that he accepts
the worship of all people, that he wants all people to be his witnesses, and that his gospel is
powerful in the mouth of anyone who shares it.

After greeting the women, Jesus speaks to them again. He begins by underscoring his
friendly greetings. “Do not be afraid,” he says. It was one thing to have the holy angel at the
tomb tell them not to be afraid. It is another thing to have Jesus himself, the Son of God, the
source of holiness, begotten of the Father from eternity, tell them not to be afraid. He is not out to
get them. He is not out to punish them for failing to listen to his word and his predictions, for
thinking that he was dead for good, for failing to believe that he would rise. He simply wants
them to believe it now, and to therefore believe that all of their sins are paid for and forgiven, and
that nothing stands between them and God, between them and heaven.

“Do not be afraid.” The risen Jesus says the same thing to us in all of our struggles,
troubles, distresses, and hardships: “If God is not against you, if God is on your side, if I, the Son
of God,” he is saying, “have died for you and risen again, if nothing, not even sin, death, and the
devil, has any power over me, if | have conquered your enemies forever, if you will live with me
eternally in glory, then what do you have to fear?” As David says in Psalm 27, “The LORD is my
light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life—of whom
shall I be afraid?”

But there is more. Jesus continues, “Go, tell my brothers that they should go to Galilee,
and there they will see me.” Jesus calls his eleven apostles his brothers! These were the same
men he warned would all stumble in the faith on account of him back on Holy Thursday, the
same men who all responded that they would not stumble, but that they were ready to die with
him, and who then, when he was arrested, deserted him and fled.

These men included Peter, who was particularly adamant that he would never deny Jesus,
even though Jesus specially warned Peter that he would deny him three times before the rooster
crowed, and told Peter that he had specially prayed for him that his faith would not fail. And
what did Peter then do? He denied Jesus in the high priest’s courtyard three times with oaths and
with curses, and he wasn’t even present at Golgotha when Jesus was crucified.

After everything Jesus had done for them, teaching them and performing miracles in their
presence and making sure that they lacked nothing the entire time they were with him, they
deserted him in his moment of greatest need and in his greatest distress.
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And Jesus now acts as if none of that had happened! “Go, tell my brothers I’'m looking
forward to seeing them in Galilee like I promised them I would,” he tells the women.

“Brother” clearly means more than just “fellow human” here. The writer of the Letter to
the Hebrews wrote: “Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the
same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers” (Heb. 2:11). Those whom Jesus calls
brothers belong to his heavenly family. He considers them his close relatives, fellow residents of
his home. He considers them that because he has made them holy, even as he himself is
inherently holy.

He also especially considers his apostles to be his brothers because they had served and
would serve as his fellow workers and representatives. Just as a pastor in a given Christian
denomination will call a fellow pastor in that denomination his brother or brother pastor, so Jesus
calls his apostles his brothers. Jesus is already foreshadowing here what he would tell them
weeks later, shortly before he ascended into heaven: “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:3, 7-8). Jesus is going to use these
sinful, stumbling men to spread the good news of his kingdom and, in so doing, to enlarge his
kingdom. They will, in fact, share his gospel with that much more earnestness and sincerity
precisely because they have experienced the joy of his forgiveness and salvation for themselves.

Matthew, the writer of this Gospel, was one of these brothers of Jesus. We can only begin
to imagine the thoughts that ran through his mind when the women relayed Jesus’s message. Yes,
like the others, he also had his doubts that what the women were saying was true, but in his new
person, his person of faith, he thought: “Jesus is alive! And I am still his brother! And he still
wants to see me!”

Jesus considers you his brother or sister, too. He has forgiven your sins, too. He wants to
see you in heaven, too. Believe his word, believe that he has died and risen also for you, and on
the Last Day he will welcome you into heaven: “Greetings!”” Amen.



