Lutheran Radio Service Devotion, April 12, 2026

Last week we began our walk through the final chapter of Matthew. We looked at the angel
sitting atop Jesus’s tombstone and saw a beautiful picture of what our Christian life is like here
on earth—a walk surrounded by death, but a walk nevertheless filled with the joy of sins
forgiven and the sure hope of eternal life in heaven. Today we hear what happened when the
women arrived at Jesus’s tomb and encountered the angel. Listen to Matthew 28:1-7:

MATTHEW 28:1-7. (EHV, alt.)
After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the
other Mary went to look at the tomb. Suddenly, there was a great earthquake! For
an angel of the Lord came down from heaven, and going to the tomb, he rolled
away the stone and was sitting on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his
clothing was as white as snow. The guards were so terrified of him that they
shook and became like dead men. The angel said to the women, “Do not be
afraid! | know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here.
He has risen, just as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. Go quickly
and tell his disciples, ‘He has risen from the dead! And look, he is going ahead of
you to Galilee. There you will see him.’ Behold! | have told you!”

“Behold! I have told you!”

Kind of obvious, isn’t it?

When do we state the obvious as an exclamation? Usually we do so when the
implications of what has just happened or what we have just done or said or seen, and the
circumstances in which it occurred, dawn on us so suddenly that all of our senses are seized at
once in shock or surprise or awe.

For instance, you settle in for a long ride in the car and doze off. When you wake up,
you’re pulling into the driveway of your destination. “Hey, we’re here!” you say, which has the
effect of annoying everyone else, who had been awake for the entire journey and already knew
quite well that they had finally arrived.

Or maybe you can remember going to your first bull sale. After watching these huge
twelve-hundred-plus-pound animals parade in front of you one after the other, you finally look
down at your catalogue and exclaim, “Oh, these are only yearlings!” Which amuses all the
seasoned ranchers sitting around you.

But have you ever seen an angel of the Lord so thunderstruck like that? “You are looking
for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here. He has risen, just as he said. ... Go quickly and tell
his disciples, ‘He has risen from the dead! And look, he is going ahead of you to Galilee. There
you will see him.””” And then it’s as if he suddenly becomes conscious and realizes what he’s
doing and saying. “Behold! I have told you!”

Why was the angel so excited about what he had just said?

The Bible translation I just used reads simply: “The angel said to the women.” In Greek,
Matthew says, “The angel replied and said to the women.” Most English translations omit the
idea of replying or answering, because it would have a tendency to confuse readers. How can the
angel reply or answer, when the women have not said anything? But the fact is that Matthew
does say that the angel was replying to the women. So what was he replying to?



Well, what are the first words out of his mouth? “Do not be afraid!” So clearly the angel
was replying to the fear that he saw on the women’s faces and in their demeanor. They had come
with spices to anoint Jesus’s dead body, but then had remembered on the way that Joseph of
Arimathea, the owner of the tomb, had rolled a very large stone in front of the tomb after burying
Jesus there. But now, when they arrive, the stone is rolled away, there are a number of guards
lying there on the ground who appear to be dead, and someone who appears to be a young man
sitting there on top of the tombstone!

That in itself would be enough to make them afraid, but in addition, this young man’s
appearance is like lightning and his clothes are as white as snow. If they do not realize that he is
an angel, they at least have the sense that they are in the presence of a holy being, and they are
not holy.

I think that, especially from artwork, we have this image of angels in our minds where,
yes, they are glowing creatures with wings, which is out of the ordinary, but they also have soft,
gentle, smiling faces. They are often depicted with a feminine appearance, or even looking like
babies. But this is not how the Bible portrays angels. When Gabriel appeared to Zechariah the
priest, the first thing he had to tell him was, “Do not be afraid!” (Luke 1:11-13). After Gabriel
greeted Mary, the mother of Jesus, he had to tell her not to be afraid (Luke 1:26-30). When the
angel appeared to the shepherds outside of Bethlehem after Jesus was born, the first thing he had
to tell them was, “Do not be afraid!” (Luke 2:8—-10). When an angel appeared to the apostle Paul
at night, the first thing he told him was, “Do not be afraid!” (Acts 27:23-24).

It is no trifling or laughing matter for sinful people to be in the presence of a holy being,
even if that being is not God himself. It would be an even more serious matter, if Jesus were still
dead in the tomb, as these women thought he was. As the apostle Paul writes in 1 Corinthians
15:17: “If Christ has not be raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.” And sin
separates us from God’s grace and favor and earns us eternal damnation in hell. If this holy angel
had killed those guards lying on the ground, as it certainly looked like he had, then the women
might have easily thought, “What’s to stop him from killing us, too?”

But the angel replies to all of this. And he replies with good news: “Do not be afraid! |
know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here. He has risen, just as he
said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.” Their Lord and Master whom they had seen
executed on a cross was also their Savior who was now risen from the dead! God and sinners
were reconciled! The Holy was reconciled with the unholy! God’s angels were not their enemies,
but their allies and friends! Heaven was not hostile to them, but was their home!

In Easter of 2016, a bishop of a number of state-run churches in Germany that call
themselves Lutheran published an Easter message in a church newspaper. In the article he said
that Jesus had decomposed just like any other dead person. “Jesus is dead,” he flatly said. But
that which was “divine” in him, namely his ideas and his zeal and his commitment to life,
continues to live on because his disciples wanted it to. And they then experienced a kind of
“resurrection,” because they no longer hid themselves away from the Jews in fear and despair,
but saw to it that the cause of Jesus continued.

That German bishop was not the first pastor and will not be the last to preach only a
spiritual resurrection of Christ, not a literal, physical resurrection of Christ. I recently watched an



ad from Grand Canyon University, a Christian university in Arizona, that had an Easter message
along much the same lines.

Would the news that Jesus’s ideas and zeal didn’t have to die, even though he himself had
died, have stopped the women from being afraid? Would that message have caused the angel to
tremble with awe and say, “Behold! I have told you!” Would that message give us confidence to
stand before the holy and almighty God on Judgment Day? What an utterly ridiculous notion!

No, the angel was so excited about what he had just said because Christ was indeed risen
from the dead. God and sinners, heaven and earth, are reconciled. Our faith in Jesus is not futile.
We who believe in Christ are not still in our sins. Sin, death, the devil, and hell are conquered.
Heaven is our eternal home. There is no greater, no more joyful message to share with people.

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Behold! Now 7 have told you! Amen.



