Good Friday, April 3, 2026

RoMANS 4:25. (EHV)
[Jesus] was handed over to death because of our trespasses and was raised to
life because of our justification.

I’'m not a diehard fanboy of the Evangelical Heritage Version of the Bible. Sometimes I
will print a different translation of one of the lessons in our bulletin, if I feel that it is superior.
But I do love the EHV translation of this verse. Almost every other translation says that Jesus
was handed over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification. The preposition
for can have a lot of different meanings. But the original Greek preposition with the kind of
prepositional object it has denotes cause in virtually all other instances, and there is no reason
that is should not denote cause here too. “[Jesus] was handed over to death because of our
trespasses and was raised to life because of our justification.”

I would like us to think about cause this evening. I want us to think about when we say
that something A happens because of something B. Your husband says that he is going to go out
and work in the garden. Half an hour later he’s back in the house reclining in a chair. “What are
you doing back in here?” you ask.

“I came in because of the heat,” he says.

If he says he came in because of the heat, which came first, his coming in or the heat?
The heat came first, and it caused him to come in as a result.

You come home from work and step through the door and your son zooms past you,
perhaps knocking a lamp off a table. “Why are you running around in the house?” you ask.

“Because my sister is chasing me,” he says.

If he says that he is running because his sister is chasing him, which came first, his
running or her chasing? The chasing, or at least the suggestion of chasing, happened first, and
caused him to start running around like a crazy man as a result.

This happens almost without fail. Your wife buys a heartier frozen pizza than usual
because of a good deal. The good deal was implemented first, and caused her to buy the pizza as
a result. You do your taxes because it’s the law. The law was enacted first, and caused you to do
your taxes as a result.

When you say that something A happens because of something B, something B is what
came first.

“Jesus was handed over to death because of our trespasses.” So what came first—Jesus
being handed over to death, or our trespasses? If Jesus was handed over to death because of our
trespasses, our trespasses came first, and caused Jesus to be handed over to death as a result.

“But,” you’ll say, “I wasn’t even alive when Jesus was handed over to death. My
grandparents weren’t even alive when Jesus was handed over to death. That happened almost
2,000 years ago!”

Here is where it is good to remember that God is eternal. He lives in what we call the
eternal now. To him all time, every age, every generation, every event is always in the present.
That’s why he planned to send his Son to save humankind even before he created the world, even
before he created humankind, even before humankind fell into sin.



To God, every one of our sins, committed in the past, committed today, and yet to be
committed, was already present from eternity. They were the reason or cause that God sent his
Son. They were the reason or cause that God’s Son had to suffer and die for us. Yes, Jesus was
handed over to death because of our trespasses and sins.

We can divide our sins into two main categories—original sin and actual sin. Original sin
is the sin David talks about in Psalm 51 and that Jesus talks about in John 3. It is the sinful
condition into which Adam and Eve fell, and the sinful condition in which we were all conceived
and born. It is the default condition of our soul—turned away from God, hostile to God, unable
to draw near to God, unable to be reconciled to him, unable to please him in any way.

It is this condition from which actual sin proceeds. We are not born with a blank slate
which we then can either keep clean or mar with sin. No, Jesus says in John 3 that sinful flesh
gives birth to sinful flesh. We are born with a black slate, and that is why we continue to mar our
lives with sin. From sinful hearts can only proceed sinful thoughts, words, and actions. As Jesus
said, “Out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false
testimony, slander” (Matthew 15:19). He doesn’t list anything good that comes out of the natural
human heart.

We can further subcategorize our actual sin into sins of commission, when we do things
that God forbids, and sins of omission, when we fail to do things that God commands. The point
is, there is plenty of sin to go around for each of us. And all of that sin, taken in its ugly,
monstrous entirety is what caused Jesus to be handed over to death.

There was a popular song in Martin Luther’s day about Judas that began: “O you
wretched Judas, | whatever have you done, | that you should betray to death | your Lord and
God’s own Son?”” But in 1544 Luther wrote some alternate lyrics to the same tune, “’Twere
misdeeds of ours | and our own grievous sin | that pounded God’s Son to the cross | with nails
pierced through his skin.” It was a good reminder we all need to hear. Yes, Judas betrayed Jesus.
Yes, the Jewish leaders condemned Jesus. Yes, Pontius Pilate sentenced Jesus to be crucified.
Yes, the Roman soldiers physically put Jesus on the cross. But I and my sins were also there
contributing at every step along the way.

“[Jesus] was handed over to death because of our trespasses.”

But the verse doesn’t end there. Paul concludes by saying, “[Jesus] was raised to life
because of our justification.”

Now before we explore what Paul is saying about cause here, we need to define that term
that appears again and again in the Scriptures—justification. What does justification mean? What
does it mean to be justified?

Justification is borrowed from the language of court. When a man is put on trial, there are
only one of two outcomes—justification or condemnation, acquittal or conviction, declared not
guilty or declared guilty. So justification means being declared just, being declare in the right,
being declared innocent, being declared not guilty.

Now, Paul says, “[Jesus] was raised to life because of our justification.” So what came
first—Jesus being raised to life or us being declared righteous and innocent? If Jesus was raised
to life because of our justification, then that means our being declared righteous and innocent
came first, and caused Jesus to be raised to life as a result.



So if our justification happened first, before Jesus rose from the dead on Easter, when
could our justification have taken place?

Precisely when he was handed over to death because of our sins. Precisely when he said,
“It is finished.” Precisely today.

If you paged through the entire service already, you saw that toward the end of our
service there will be a loud noise called the strepitus. People interpret the strepitus in different
ways. Some interpret it as representing the earthquake and the rocks splitting after Jesus’s death.
And certainly that’s not wrong; that representation would be especially fitting if we were
concluding this service at 3 p.m. earlier this afternoon, at the time Jesus died and those things
happened.

Others interpret it as representing the stone being put in place at the entrance to Jesus’s
tomb, sealing his dead body inside, giving a sort of finality to Jesus’s death. Certainly that’s not
wrong either; that representation would be especially fitting if we were concluding this service
around 6 p.m. earlier this evening, around the time Jesus was buried, before the Sabbath began at
7 p.m. when the sun sets in Jerusalem.

But the interpretation I’ve tended to side with is that the strepitus represents the rending
of Christ’s tomb and is meant to foreshadow his resurrection. That is why the seventh candle will
then return to burn in the sanctuary.

You see, we cannot celebrate Good Friday or understand its significance without already
taking a peek ahead to Sunday. If Jesus had not risen from the dead, this would not be Good
Friday, but Terrible Friday. But since we know that Jesus did rise from the dead, that is the
assurance that today is the day were were justified, declared righteous and innocent in God’s
sight. Today truly is Good Friday. Today is Justification Day.

So while we are somber and sad that our grievous sins would necessitate such horrible
atrocities leveled against the Son of God, we are also joyful deep behind the sadness, because we
know that Jesus had this planned from eternity, that he willingly underwent it for us, and that
precisely in taking our excruciating, eternal punishment on the cross, he has won for us
justification and eternal life.

A blessed Good Friday to you all. A happy Justification Day to you all. Amen.



