Easter 3, April 19, 2026

LUKE 24:13-35. (EHV)
Now, on that same day, two of them were going to a village named Emmaus,
about seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talking with each other about all of
these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing this,
Jesus himself approached and began to walk along with them. But their eyes
were kept from recognizing him. He said to them, “What are you talking about as
you walk along?” Saddened, they stopped. One of them, named Cleopas,
answered him, “Are you the only visitor in Jerusalem who does not know the
things that have happened there in these days?” “What things?” he asked them.
They replied, “The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a
prophet, mighty in deed and word before God and all the people. The chief
priests and our rulers handed him over to be condemned to death. And they
crucified him. But we were hoping that he was going to redeem Israel. Not only
that, but besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. Also
some women of our group amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the
morning. When they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had
even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. Some of those who
were with us went to the tomb. They found it just as the women had said, but
they did not see him.” He said to them, “How foolish you are and slow of heart to
believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these
things and to enter his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,
he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. As
they approached the village where they were going, he acted as if he were going
to travel farther. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, since it is
almost evening, and the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.
When he reclined at the table with them, he took the bread, blessed it, broke it,
and began giving it to them. Suddenly their eyes were opened, and they
recognized him. Then he vanished from their sight. They said to each other,
“Were not our hearts burning within us while he was speaking to us along the
road and while he was explaining the Scriptures to us?” They got up that very
hour and returned to Jerusalem. They found the Eleven and those who were with
them assembled together. They were saying, “The Lord really has been raised!
He has appeared to Simon.” They themselves described what had happened
along the road, and how they recognized him when he broke the bread.

“Stay with us, since it is almost evening, and the day is almost over.”

These words spoken by the two so-called Emmaus disciples have captivated the ears and
hearts of Christians for many years. In our hymnal, we have three hymns that make a clear
reference to them: “Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide,” “Abide with Me,” and “Abide, O Dearest
Jesus.” There were two more in our Supplement: “Stay with Us” and “Stay With Us, Lord, the
Sun Descends.” There is something about the scene that fascinates us and speaks to the desires of
our heart. The sun is approaching the horizon. Its daytime brightness is turning into an evening
glow. Day is ending; night is coming. Jesus pretends as if he is continuing on, but the disciples
beg him, “Stay with us.” They know the day is ending, but they do not want their day with him
to end. “Stay with us,” they beg, and he does.



We know the feeling of not wanting something enjoyable to end, of not wanting someone
we know and love to leave. Have you ever been talking on the phone to a friend you hadn’t
talked to in years, and the call starts to wrap up, and so you start desperately grabbing for
subjects to talk about, not wanting the conversation to end? The same thing happens when we’re
visiting family members who live far away, or when they are visiting us. When it comes time to
part, we don’t want to, and there’s an empty pit in our stomach as we drive away, or as they do.
The Emmaus disciples’ words, “Stay with us,” speak to that.

But they also speak to something else. This wasn’t any ordinary companion. This was
Jesus. Their words, “Stay with us,” speak to our need for the divine, our need for the continual
presence of God, our need for clarity, illumination, love, peace, and protection in a world getting
darker and darker.

“Stay with us this evening” was their request on that first Easter. “Stay with us this
evening, Jesus” is our prayer too.

1.

“Stay with us,” the Emmaus disciples begged. You can only ask someone to stay with you
if he is with you in the first place. And Jesus had certainly been with them.

“Now, on that same day, two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about
seven miles from Jerusalem.” One of these men was named Cleopas. The other is unnamed, but
various factors have led some to suppose that the other companion was Luke himself.

Whoever the other companion was, he and Cleopas were going for a long walk. The
village to which they were headed was about seven miles from Jerusalem. Imagine walking from
County Fair Foods to the top of the hill before the junction where Highway 183 splits from
Highway 18 and goes north to Presho. It would take you about two and a half hours, give or take.
And they were going for this walk because they had a lot to think about and they needed to clear
their heads. One of them probably lived there and so he offered to put his friend up for the night,
and out they went.

But as they were talking through all the things that had happened, a stranger approached
and began to walk with them. It was actually Jesus, but we’re told that their eyes were kept from
recognizing him. “[Jesus] said to them, ‘What are you talking about as you walk along?’” The
stranger’s question caused them to come to a stop with a sad expression on their faces. Cleopas
asked him if he was the only one visiting Jerusalem who didn’t know what had happened. The
stranger asked what events he was talking about. So they told him.

“The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet, mighty in deed and
word before God and all the people. The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be
condemned to death. And they crucified him. But we were hoping that he was going to redeem
Israel. Not only that, but besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. Also
some women of our group amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning. When they
did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said
that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb. They found it just as the
women had said, but they did not see him.”

You can hear how disturbed and confused these two disciples were. They were living in a
world where the just and righteous get put to death, where those who should be exercising justice
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and setting an example act unjustly and cruelly, where the fondest hopes are dashed, where even
the dead aren’t left to rest in peace, where people are easily excitable and unverified rumors are
floating around, and they don’t know what to believe. It’s a world where all you can do is go for
a long walk with someone you know.

At this point, certainly these two friends were expecting their new companion to express
sympathy and amazement. They certainly weren’t expecting this response: “How foolish you are
and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer
these things and to enter his glory?” And before they have a chance to recover from this rebuke,
he launches into what must have been the most intense and fascinating sermon ever given:
“beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the
Scriptures concerning himself.” In about two hours, Jesus explained the entire Old Testament to
them—showing how it all pointed to the Messiah; showing how it described exactly what he
would do; showing that everything that had happened was exactly as it should have been;
showing that the Messiah was indeed also supposed to rise from the dead and then enter his
glory.

No wonder, when they reached the village and Jesus acted as if he were continuing on,
that they urged him strongly, “Stay with us”! But notice whom they are asking to stay with them!
Jesus would reveal himself to them later during the meal, but at this point they only know him as
the stranger who caused their hearts to burn within them by sharing the Scriptures with them. He
is simply the man who has restored their cheer, their joy, and their hope.

So they beg him, “Stay with us,” because even though they did not yet recognize him as
Jesus, he had been showing them Jesus. He had brought Jesus to their hearts. He had rebuked
them for their sins—their foolishness and their slowness to listen carefully to and to believe all
that the Scriptures had promised and the dejection and confusion they felt as a result. But he had
also shown them the forgiveness of their sins in a Savior who was not put to death for nothing, a
Savior who was not a hapless victim, but an intentional and willing one, a Savior who had
reconciled them to God, and a Savior who was now alive and would die nevermore and who
would be with them into eternity.

But there was added urgency in the disciples’ request, wasn’t there? They didn’t just ask
Jesus to stay with them because he had restored their cheer, joy, and hope through his Word. It
was that combined with this: “It is almost evening, and the day is almost over.”

There is a reason that sin and unbelief are compared to darkness. These two things, one
spiritual and one physical, often go hand in hand, don’t they? The apostle John very intentionally
adds this dramatic flair after telling us that Judas left the Passover meal to go and betray Jesus:
“And it was night.” The apostle Paul said, “Those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get
drunk, get drunk at night,” and in another place, “It is shameful even to mention what the
disobedient do in secret,” that is, out of the light. In Revelation 22, one of the descriptions of
heaven is that “there will be no more night.”

The night and the darkness represent everything bad in this fallen world. The devil and
his demons love the night, love the darkness. That is when the dark thoughts we were able to
ignore during the day come back to haunt us. That is when memories of past sins come back to
torment us. That is when, if we are staying up late, we are particularly tempted to do foolish and
sinful things. That is when our minds are particularly prone to entertain sinful fantasies. That is
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when our minds obsess over the problems and questions of the future. And even once sleep
comes, dreams often turn to nightmares.

“Stay with us,” the Emmaus disciples begged, “since it is almost evening, and the day is
almost over.” In other words, “Night is setting in, but if you who have shared God’s word with us
stay with us, it cannot harm us and we will be safe and at peace.”

2.

“Stay with us, Jesus!” Isn’t that our prayer too, and for the same reasons? First, we love
what he does to our hearts through his Word, through his called ministers of his Word. Through
his Word, Jesus rebukes us for our sin and the dejection and confusion that come into our lives as
a result of our not listening carefully to his Word. But then he also shows himself to be our
crucified and risen Savior and Redeemer, the glorified King of the universe and Lord of our
hearts.

But we also pray this prayer as we notice night setting in, and not just between 5 and 8
p.m. The hymnwriter wrote: “Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide, for round us falls the eventide.
Nor let your Word, that heavenly light, for us be ever veiled in night. O God, how sin’s dread
works abound! Throughout the earth no rest is found, and falsehood’s spirit wide has spread, and
error boldly rears its head.” Stories of threats and counter-threats, sexual perversion, destruction,
violence, and tragedy regularly headline the news. It’s getting dark, isn’t it?

So we pray: “Stay with us, Jesus. You show us a world that is not merely a cruel, chaotic,
and sinful mess, but one where you are firmly in control and everything is going exactly
according to plan, a world where you are making sure everything—illnesses, accidents, death,
and all—is working together for our good. So let your light, the light of your Word, drive away
the darkness of our hearts and the darkness of the world. Let it ward off Satan and his demons, so
that we may have peace.”

And especially at the end of our lives, as our health declines and death draws near, it can
feel like our whole life is one continuous evening. The popular evening hymn, “Abide with Me,”
isn’t just talking about the sun setting at the end of every day. It is talking about the evening of
the world, as we draw closer and closer to the end of its history and to Jesus’s return to judge the
living and the dead. And by the end of the hymn, it is clear that it is especially talking about the
evening of our lives: “Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? I triumph still if thou
abide with me. Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes; shine through the gloom and point
me to the skies. Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; in life, in death, O
Lord, abide with me!”

“Stay with us this evening, Jesus. Stay with us because your Word correctly explained
and understood makes our hearts burn with cheer and joy in the midst of sadness and
disappointment. Stay with us because of the darkness setting in around us. With you we are safe.
Dispel the night in our hearts and lives with the light of your grace and victory and promises.
Assure us, because you rose from the dead as promised, that all of us who believe in you and
your salvation from sin, death, and the devil will also rise from the dead to spend eternity with
you.

“Stay with us this evening, Jesus, that we may stay with you forever. Amen.”



