
FIRST PETER 1:3–9. (EHV)
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he 
gave us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, into an inheritance that is undying, undefiled, and unfading, kept 
in heaven for you. Through faith you are being protected by God’s power for the 
salvation that is ready to be revealed at the end of time. Because of this you 
rejoice very much, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been 
grieved by various kinds of trials so that the proven character of your faith—
which is more valuable than gold, which passes away even though it is tested by 
fire—may be found to result in praise, glory, and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not see 
him now, yet by believing in him, you are filled with a joy that is inexpressible and 
filled with glory, because you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of 
your souls.

	 It’s relatively easy to perceive the blessings of Easter on Easter Sunday morning. Musical 
instruments are beautifully blaring. Human voices are belting out the hymns. Your pastor is in the 
pulpit all fired up. Many people are dressed in bright colors. Everyone is sharing smiles and 
greetings. 

But do we still perceive the blessings of Easter when we come back down to regular, 
everyday life? As we look around at our current world, at our country, at our community, at our 
fellow Christians, at our family and ourselves—is this what things are supposed to look like, is 
this what we’re supposed to feel like, if the resurrection of Jesus is true? 
	 This morning, Peter, one of the apostles present that first Easter evening and one of the 
first eyewitnesses of Jesus’s resurrection, helps us to focus on God’s resurrection blessings. He 
shows us that they aren’t blessings that are just enjoyed for a few moments or on select days. 
They are regular resurrection blessings. 

1. A Living Hope for Future Glory 
	 Peter wrote this letter to “God’s elect, temporary residents in the world.” He first and 
foremost had the early Christians of his time in mind, but he also had in mind all Christians “who 
have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of 
the Spirit, for obedience to and sprinkling by the blood of Jesus Christ.” That means he’s writing 
to you and me, too. 
	 And here is how he begins: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By 
his great mercy he gave us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, into an inheritance that is undying, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for 
you.” 
	 Peter, like Jesus and the apostle Paul, talks about God giving us new birth. This implies 
that there is something deficient with our first birth, something deficient with the way we are 
naturally. This is an allusion to what we call original or inherited sin. Peter’s fellow apostle Paul 
says that we are by nature dead in our transgressions and sins (Ephesians 2). We are conceived 
and born without true faith in God or true fear of God, and are in fact hostile towards him, 
inclined away from him toward evil. 
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	 So God had to give us new birth, and he did. Both Jesus and Paul tell us that the way he 
did that was through our baptism (John 3; Titus 3). Paul furthermore tells us in Romans 6 that the 
way God gave us new birth and new life through our baptism was by connecting us there both to 
Jesus’s death and to his resurrection. That’s what Peter says here too: “By his great mercy he 
gave us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 
	 Peter further describes this living hope. By giving us new birth into a living hope, God 
give us new birth “into an inheritance that is undying, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven 
for you.” There you have the first regular resurrection blessing Peter shares with us this morning
—a living hope for future glory. It is a living hope, first of all, because it is a real hope. Any 
hopes that we have apart from this hope are dead hopes. They cannot actually fulfill our 
expectations. That’s actually evident in the way we use the word hope apart from the Bible. We 
use it to indicate uncertainty. “Do you think you passed the exam?” “I hope so.” “Is the weather 
supposed to be nice?” “I hope so.” “I will hopefully be getting a new job next week.” “I hope to 
see my family this summer.” “I have hope that one day all human beings will get along.” 
	 There is no certainty in any of these statements. And even if any of those hopes are 
realized, they are only realized temporarily, and any enjoyment of them ends with death. But that 
isn’t how the apostles talk about our Christian hope. It is a living hope, a real hope, a certain 
hope, not a dead hope. 
	 And it’s also a living hope because it’s an eternal hope. “[God the Father] gave us a new 
birth…into an inheritance that is undying, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you.” The 
writer to the Hebrews describes the Christian church as “the church of the firstborn” (12:23). 
He’s talking about the same thing Peter describes here. In the Old Testament Jewish world, the 
firstborn son would inherit the family property. So if Peter says here that God has given us a life 
where we are to receive an inheritance from him, that means that he has made us all his firstborn 
sons, so to speak. Jesus is his true firstborn Son, and by his death and resurrection Jesus made us 
his brothers in God’s family, and shares his inheritance with all those who believe in him. 
	 That means that our living hope is an eternal hope. Peter underscores that by saying the 
inheritance we receive through Jesus’ resurrection is undying, undefiled, and unfading. 
	 It is undying. That means it does not deteriorate over time and eventually crumble and 
turn to dust. It cannot be destroyed. We talk about perishable and non-perishable food items. A 
pear is a perishable food item. If you give a pear now to be donated to someone in June, it’s 
going to be nasty. But even so-called non-perishable food items are also perishable. They just 
don’t rot as quickly. You wouldn’t eat canned pears that had been canned in 1926. Our 
inheritance through Jesus’s resurrection is imperishable, undying. 
	 It is undefiled. That means it does not have any blemishes, impurities, or other marks of 
deficiency. It bothers my wife when she buys a brand new book and it arrives in the mail with the 
book cover having one or more bent corners. It’s new; it shouldn’t look like that. It bothers me 
when I notice a small chip of paint missing from our vehicle and I don’t know how it got there. 
Our inheritance through Jesus’s resurrection doesn’t have any blemishes whatsoever, and never 
will. 
	 And it is unfading. That means it will never diminish in quality. Think of a shiny red 
sports car sitting in the sun year after year. Eventually it won’t be so shiny red anymore; its color 
will fade over time. My laptop still works fine, but it doesn’t restart and process data as fast as it 
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did when it was new. It has faded over time. The same is true of my physical strength, endurance, 
and energy compared to when I was in college. It has faded. Our inheritance through Jesus’s 
resurrection does not and cannot fade. 
	 And notice that this inheritance isn’t just heaven itself. Peter says it is “kept in heaven for 
you.” God has a custom, tailor-made inheritance in store for each of his believing children, an 
inheritance being prepared and furnished for us by Jesus even as we speak. What does it all 
consist of? You have to wait to find out, but whatever it is, it is undying, it is unblemished, and it 
is unfading, unlike anything we experience on earth. And you don’t have to wait with 
uncertainty. Your hope for future glory is a living hope, one of the regular blessings guaranteed 
to you by Jesus’s resurrection. 

2. Abounding Joy in Present Grief 
	 But the blessings of Jesus’ resurrection don’t stop there. They don’t all just lie in the 
future. “Because of [all] this,” Peter says, “you rejoice very much, even though now for a little 
while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various kinds of trials so that the proven character 
of your faith—which is more valuable than gold, which passes away even though it is tested by 
fire—may be found to result in praise, glory, and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.” Did you 
hear what the other regular blessing of Jesus’s resurrection is? You not only have a living hope 
for future glory. You also have abounding joy in present grief. 
	 Joy in grief? How is that even possible? You’re either sad or you’re happy. You can’t be 
both! 
	 Not so, Peter says. Jesus’s resurrection is so amazing precisely because it has the power 
to give us joy even in the midst of our grief. There’s a video on YouTube showing a former 
NASA engineer helping to design a trampoline out of Kevlar, reinforced steel, and 144 garage 
door springs. He and some friends were able to drop a car and a boat onto it from 150 feet, and 
the trampoline mat never even came close to touching the ground. That trampoline is kind of like 
the joy we have through Jesus’s resurrection. It limits the depths of our grief, and it helps us 
rebound and recover from our grief. 
	 One of the ways Jesus’s resurrection does this is by showing us that there is a purpose for 
our grief. So often our grief is intensified by the thought that if we’re going through something 
so awful, God must be against us or he must not exist and our life has no meaning. Jesus’s 
resurrection teaches us the exact opposite. Remember, Jesus went through the greatest grief, but 
even his grief had a holy purpose—our salvation, our being reconciled with God. His 
resurrection validated that. Our grief, sadness, and disappointment has a purpose too. 
	 Peter says that one purpose of the various kinds of trials we undergo is so that the proven 
character or genuineness of our faith may be found to result in praise, glory, and honor when 
Jesus Christ is revealed. In other words, our trials prove the genuineness of our faith. You can’t 
actually be sure that you believe in something or someone unless that faith is put to the test in 
some difficult situations. “God is good,” we say. Do we still believe that and say that after going 
through tragedy? Are we still as eager to go to church and to hear the word of that good God? If 
we do, if we are—even if we struggle with it for a while—that shows the genuineness of our 
faith. 
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	 Since we are connected to Jesus’s resurrection through faith, since we are saved through 
faith, the genuineness of our faith is important to us—it’s more valuable than gold, Peter says. In 
fact, Peter says, even though gold undergoes one of the worst tests imaginable, being tested by 
actual fire, gold still perishes. If the only way that we do not perish in the fires of hell is through 
faith in Jesus, if the only way we get to partake of an imperishable inheritance is through faith in 
Jesus, then a genuine faith is indeed our greatest concern, and our most prized possession. And 
that causes us to view griefs and trials in an entirely different light. Yes, it even causes us to view 
them as necessary. 
	 When Peter talks about us undergoing trials “if necessary,” he is not saying that trials are 
unnecessary for some people. He is simply saying that, whenever we undergo them, it is because 
God has deemed them necessary for us, as an opportunity for us to assess the genuineness of our 
faith, and to seek out life support for our faith in his Word. 
	 The other way that Jesus’s resurrection gives us joy even in our grief is by showing us the 
end of our grief. Ultimately, if we pass all our tests in the power of Jesus’s resurrection, our 
genuine faith will be found to result in praise, glory, and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
Whose praise, glory, and honor? Well of course, Jesus Christ’s praise, glory, and honor. We 
wouldn’t have faith in the first place if it weren’t for him. We would have never made it through 
our trials if it weren’t for him. We wouldn’t have a living hope for future glory if it weren’t for 
him. 
	 But it will also be found to result in our praise, glory, and honor when Jesus returns. This 
is one of the amazing aspects of God’s grace, that he is responsible for our faith, for our salvation 
from first to last, and yet he praises and rewards us for it. Remember how God boasted about Job 
to the devil? Remember how Jesus said that on Judgment Day his heavenly Father would only 
cite the good we had done and would say, “Well done, good and faithful servant!”? Jesus doesn’t 
just have an undying, undefiled, and unfading inheritance waiting for us on the other side of this 
valley of tears. He has praise, honor, and glory in store for us—bestowed upon us personally by 
him himself. 
	 That’s why Peter concludes: “Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you 
do not see him now, yet by believing in him, you are filled with a joy that is inexpressible and 
filled with glory, because you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” 

	 So you see, Jesus’s resurrection doesn’t just benefit us on Easter. Jesus’s resurrection 
changes everything for us, every day. Through his resurrection, we enjoy regular resurrection 
blessings from God. We have a living hope for future glory. We have abounding joy in present 
grief. May God shield and protect us through Jesus’s death and resurrection and bring us safely 
through our present grief to his eternal glory. We are confident he will, because Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Amen.
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