
ZECHARIAH 6:9–13. (EHV)
The word of the LORD came to me:
Take an offering from the exiles—from Heldai, Tobijah, and Jedaiah, who have 
come from Babylon—and on that very day go into the house of Josiah son of 
Zephaniah. Take the silver and gold and make a crown, and place it on the head 
of Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Tell him that this is what the LORD of 
Armies says:

There is a man whose name is the Branch, because he will branch out from 
his place and build the temple of the LORD. He is the one who will build the 
temple of the LORD. He will be clothed with majesty, and he will sit and rule on 
his throne. He will be a priest on his throne, and there will be peaceful 
relations between the two offices.

“Stay in your lane.” 
Have you ever heard or used that expression? “Stay in your lane” means “Stick to what is 

actually your responsibility.” Even in the world, people don’t like it when, for instance, someone 
who has been given permission to tag along on a job as a helper starts telling the foreman, 
supervisor, or manager how the job should be done. “Stay in your lane, rookie.” 

It’s a biblical concept, too, related to what we call the doctrine of vocation. In our 
catechism, it’s summed up in the Table of Duties. If you’re a child, don’t try to be a parent. 
That’s not your calling. Your calling is to obey them. If you’re a nurse, don’t try to be a doctor. If 
you’re an employee, don’t try to be the boss. If you haven’t been called to enforce the law, don’t 
take it into your own hands. Stay in your lane. 

God even enforced this principle with kings. One time when the Israelites were fighting 
the Philistines, the Israelites were waiting for Samuel to come and offer sacrifices before they 
engaged in battle. When Samuel didn’t arrive as soon as King Saul thought he should, he offered 
up the sacrifices himself, even though he was not a priest. When Samuel arrived, he told Saul he 
had acted foolishly and had not kept God’s command. As a consequence, the kingship would not 
continue in his family (1 Sam. 13:3–14). 

A similar thing happened more than 250 years later. King Uzziah, who had started out as 
a good king but had grown arrogant as his reign went on, entered the temple of the Lord to burn 
incense on the altar of incense, even though God had not called him as a priest. When eighty-one 
priests confronted him and told him it wasn’t right and that he needed to leave the temple, he 
became angry. But when he became angry, leprosy broke out on his forehead and he remained a 
leper until the day he died. He was not only banned from the temple, but he couldn’t even live in 
his own palace. He had to live in a quarantined house (2 Chron. 26:16–21). 

But of course the key in both of those cases is that the king did not have a call from God 
to function as a priest. Here in Chapter 9 of Zechariah, God tells his prophet Zechariah to fashion 
a crown out of silver and gold and to place it on the head of the high priest, Joshua son of 
Jehozadak, thus symbolizing and foreshadowing a man who would, by God’s own calling, be 
both a priest and a king at one and the same time, a kingly priest. 
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Before we look more closely at this demonstrative prophecy, we do well to consider what 
the role or calling of priest and of king entailed. 

A priest was called and anointed by God to represent him to people and to represent 
people to him. He did this in three ways: First, a priest offered gifts and sacrifices to God on their 
behalf, especially to make atonement for their sins. Second, a priest interceded for the people in 
his care and offered up prayers to God for them. The high priest even wore a special vest and 
breastpiece with the names of the sons of Israel engraved in stones on his shoulders and on his 
chest as a reminder to himself of whom he was representing. Third, a priest also had some 
teaching functions. We don’t know exactly what these were. Doubtless they were to teach the 
people what their sacrifices meant. Perhaps they also held a sort of catechism instruction for both 
children and adults at the temple, especially when the Israelites assembled in Jerusalem for the 
three main festivals. It may have been priests that the boy Jesus was listening to and interacting 
with when he was separated from Mary and Joseph. The priests would have exercised all three of 
these responsibilities when they led the great assemblies or worship services at the temple during 
the three main festivals, which would also have involved music and singing. 

A king was called and anointed by God to represent him to people in primarily two ways: 
First, he was to uphold justice and God’s law—through the various means of law enforcement, 
by settling lawsuits, and by punishing criminals. Second, he was to protect the people against 
enemies, both through diplomacy and negotiation and through warfare. And with regard to 
warfare, the king was expected to lead his army into battle if at all possible. Of course, with 
earthly kings, all of these duties require advisors, department heads, commanders, an army, and 
any number of other employees of the state and various symbols of power, majesty, and authority 
to make sure that things go smoothly, that the king’s authority is upheld, that the king isn’t 
unduly burdened, and to encourage and reinforce the citizens’ pride in and loyalty to king and 
country. And all of that requires income, mostly from taxes, which in turn requires more 
employees of the state and so on. 

So with this in mind, God tells Zechariah that he is to make a crown out of silver and 
gold and to place it on the head of Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Joshua was already a 
priest, and was thus dressed like a priest and was known as a priest. But Zechariah is to dress 
him in such a way that he also looks like a king—a king and priest in one, a kingly priest. 

But God doesn’t have Zechariah do this so as to actually make Joshua a king. This was 
rather another show prophecy or demonstrative prophecy, and here is what it meant: 

“There is a man whose name is the Branch, because he will branch out from his place and 
build the temple of the LORD. He is the one who will build the temple of the LORD. He will be 
clothed with majesty, and he will sit and rule on his throne. He will be a priest on his throne, and 
there will be peaceful relations between the two offices.” 

Literally, this prophecy begins with: “Behold, a man! [Or Behold the man!] Branch is his 
name.” Any pious, believing Israelite would have immediately recognized that this was a 
prophecy about the Messiah, because Isaiah had prophesied more than 200 years earlier: “A 
shoot will spring up from the stump of Jesse, and a Branch from his roots will bear fruit.” And 
Isaiah went on to give more descriptions about the Messiah. So he is called Branch here, in part 
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because of his humble origins from what would be a stump of a kingly line by the time he was 
born. 

But he is also called Branch here, because he would “branch out” from his place to build 
the temple of the Lord. This speaks to the fact that Jesus would build his Church not just in 
Jerusalem and Judea and territory inhabited by the Jews, but as Zechariah says later, “his 
kingdom [would] extend from sea to sea, from the Euphrates River to the ends of the earth” 
(9:10). And note that the Church that he would build would be the temple of the Lord. This is a 
key prophecy showing that the ultimate temple of the Lord was not and will not be an earthly 
temple, since Jesus never even contributed one stone to the earthly temple building—in fact, he 
promised that they would all fall down, and not one would be left on top of another (Mark 13:1–
2). The Old Testament prophecies about the glorious temple of the Lord in the future are talking 
about the Holy Christian Church, the sum total of all believers all around the world. 

“He will be clothed with majesty, and he will sit and rule on his throne. He will be a 
priest on his throne, and there will be peaceful relations between the two offices.” Jesus would be 
both a priest and a king, by God’s own calling and arrangement. And instead of there being 
conflict or tension between Church and State, in him the two offices would be peacefully united. 
He would be the ultimate priest, offering himself as the once-and-for-all atoning sacrifice for our 
sins, to reconcile us to God. He would intercede for all of us and offer up prayers for all of us, 
even as he does now at God the Father’s right hand. And he teaches us through the gospel, so as 
to give us faith to believe in and benefit from his priestly work. 

And in consequence of his faithful priestly work, he is also the perfect king. First, he 
upheld God’s law by perfectly obeying it himself and by taking the punishment that all of us 
deserved for our lawbreaking, so that God’s justice would be fully and perfectly satisfied. And 
second, he has protected us against our worst enemies—sin, death, the devil, and hell—not 
through diplomacy and peaceful negotiations, which would have been worthless against such 
mortal enemies. No, he went to war against them and crushed them through his sacrifice of 
himself. And since he did this all on his own, there were no other casualties and there are no 
taxes or other payment to be made for it. He went into battle all alone and came out the decisive 
conqueror, proven by his resurrection from the dead, and he gives his victory as a gift. As a 
result, he is now clothed with majesty at God’s right hand and sits enthroned over the universe 
with all authority in heaven and on earth. 

Here’s the kicker of this prophecy. At this time, there were two main figureheads of the 
Jewish people. One of them was Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, who was descended from David 
and was actually Jesus’s ancestor. He would have been king, except that Israel was under the 
control of the Medes and the Persians at this time, so he was only governor. The other was 
Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest. So why did God have Zechariah crown Joshua? Why 
didn’t he have Zerubbabel, the actual ancestor of the Messiah, dressed in priestly and kingly 
garments? Because in this demonstrative prophecy, Zechariah was not only telling the Israelites 
and us what the Messiah would be like. He was also telling them what his name would be—and 
not just Branch. Joshua is a Hebrew name. In Greek, the language of the New Testament, that 
name is…Jesus. 

Zechariah crowns Joshua or Jesus, son of Jehozadak, and then presents him with the 
words, “Behold the man!” 
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	 About five hundred years later, Pontius Pilate had Jesus or Joshua, the Son of God and 
son of Mary, crowned with thorns and clothed in a purple robe, and then presented him with the 
words, “Behold the man!” (John 19:5). 

Indeed, behold your Kingly Priest, your Savior! Amen.
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