Lent 4, March 15, 2026

JOHN 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39. (EHV)
As Jesus was passing by, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus
answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that God’s works
might be revealed in connection with him. | must do the weorks of him who sent
me while it is day. Night is coming when no one can work. As long as | am in the
world, | am the Light of the World.” After saying this, Jesus spit on the ground,
made some mud with the saliva, and spread the mud on the man’s eyes. “Go,”
Jesus told him, “wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means “Sent”). So he went
and washed, and came back seeing. ... They brought this man who had been
blind to the Pharisees. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and
opened his eyes. So the Pharisees also asked him how he received his sight.
“‘He put mud on my eyes,” the man told them. “I washed, and now | see.” Then
some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God because he does not
keep the Sabbath.” Others were saying, “How can a sinful man work such
miraculous signs?” There was division among them, so they said to the blind man
again, “What do you say about him, because he opened your eyes?” The man
replied, “He is a prophet.” ... They answered him, “You were entirely born in
sinfulness! Yet you presume to teach us?” And they threw him out. Jesus heard
that they had thrown him out. When he found him, he asked, “Do you believe in
the Son of God?” “Who is he, sir,” the man replied, “that | may believe in him?”
Jesus answered, “You have seen him, and he is the very one who is speaking
with you.” Then he said, “Lord, | believe!” and he knelt down and worshipped
him. Jesus said, “For judgment | came into this world, in order that those who do
not see will see, and those who do see will become blind.”

The 2008 movie, Changeling, directed by Clint Eastwood, is based on a true story. In
March of 1928, Christine Collins’s son Walter went missing. Several months later, a boy was
picked up in Illinois claiming to be Walter Collins. Letters and photographs were exchanged, but
since Christine was not able to make a firm determination using these, she paid to have the boy
transported to Los Angeles.

Once the boy arrived, Christine was able to tell that the boy was not her son. This was
very disappointing to the Los Angeles Police Department, since they were receiving a lot of bad
press for their incompetence at the time, and they were hoping that this would be a feel-good
story that could sway public sentiment in their favor.

The theme of the movie and the theme of the true story on which the movie is based is
much the same as the theme of this true story in John: What effect does the truth have on people?
For the Los Angeles Police Department, who so badly wanted the Illinois boy to be Walter
Collins, the truth that he was not Walter Collins had the effect of revealing their corruption. The
police captain even went so far as to have Christine committed to the psychiatric ward at the
hospital for persisting in her claim that the boy was not her son. Christine was not released until
ten days after the boy admitted that he was not Walter Collins. It turns out he just wanted a free
trip to Hollywood so that he could meet his favorite actor.



For Christine Collins, the truth had the effect of forcing her to actively fight against
corruption and injustice. It forced her to be a champion of causes she had been more non-
committal about beforehand.

The theme of this true story in John 9 is the effect of religious truth or spiritual truth.
Jesus calls this truth the light. And just as light shed on secular matters tends to polarize people
and reveal who they really are and where they really stand, exposure to the Light of Christ does
the same.

1.

First of all, Jesus says that exposure to the Light causes those who cannot see to see. And
this account backs up that claim.

Jesus had just left the temple grounds after saying his famous words, “Before Abraham
was born, [ am!” The Jewish leaders picked up stones to try to stone him, but Jesus slipped away;
his time had not yet come.

As he was going along, he saw a man sitting and begging who had been blind from birth.
His disciples asked, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” The
disciples were reflecting the popular opinion among the Jews that has also remained popular
among many Gentiles to this day. I myself have even used the joke and laughed at the joke that is
often made after an incredibly fortunate golf shot, like when a golf ball bounces off a tree into
the middle of the fairway. After someone makes a shot like that, someone else says, “Wow, you
must be living your life right.” What’s the idea behind that joke? If you’re a good person and do
good things, good things will happen to you. If bad things happen to you, you must be being
punished for being bad or doing something bad.

The entire book of Job was written in part to dispel this notion. Job had a string of
horrible things happen to him, but the Bible tells us explicitly that he was an upright man. Jesus
makes this clear here too: “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that God’s works
might be revealed in connection with him.” We cannot automatically infer from a person’s
condition or external circumstances what kind of person he is or what kind of family he comes
from.

However, even though this man’s lifelong blindness was not the punishment for some
particular sin, it certainly seems from how the story progresses that he not only lived in physical
darkness, but also in spiritual darkness. He seems to have been unfamiliar with Jesus before this.
But Jesus had in mind to use this man’s blindness to illustrate exactly the effect that his light and
truth has on people.

First, Jesus spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, then spread the mud on
the man’s eyes as a sort of ointment. It was considered a violation of the Sabbath to use any
ointment or rub specifically for healing purposes on that day. If it wasn’t something you
regularly used for personal maintenance during the week, then you couldn’t use it on the
Sabbath. That was considered work, and work was forbidden. By doing this anyway, Jesus was
deliberately reinforcing that doing good to others and helping them in their needs was not a
violation of the Sabbath, because it fulfilled the law of love, from which all the other laws flow.
In other words, he was exposing both the blind man and the Jewish leaders to the light of the
truth. And we shouldn’t lose sight of the fact that the healing agent for curing this man’s physical



blindness was spit from Jesus’s mouth and the command from Jesus’s mouth to wash in the Pool
of Siloam.

Since this blind man’s condition was well known in the community and since he was
healed on the Sabbath, his miraculous cure became the subject of close scrutiny. And naturally,
the questions circled around the man who healed him. Just as Christine Collins was at first non-
committal about justice and corruption, so too this man at first was non-committal about Jesus.
He was willing to recount what Jesus did, but he didn’t know where Jesus was now, and didn’t
seem too interested in finding out.

But when he continued to be questioned about Jesus, not just by ordinary people, but also
by the Jewish leaders, and when it became clear that the Jewish leaders were trying to discredit
Jesus, by claiming he couldn’t be from God if he broke the Sabbath like that, the man’s
convictions began to be drawn out. “What do you say about him?” they asked him.

“He is a prophet,” he said.

Then the Jewish leaders dragged the man’s parents into the affair, and the parents directed
them back to their son for answers. Their healed son was still a little apprehensive. “Give glory
to God,” they told him. “We know this man is a sinner.” Some question, right? If they were so
sure he was a sinner, then why were they consulting him?

“I do not know if he is a sinner,” the man responded. “One thing I do know: I was blind,
and now I see!”

They don’t dismiss him yet, because he has allowed for the possibility that Jesus is a
sinner. But when they repeat their inquiry about how he was healed, the Light shone into the
depths of this man’s heart and compelled him to put the conviction he was trying to hide there
into practice. “I already told you [how I was healed], and you did not listen. Why do you want to
hear it again? You don’t want to become his disciples too, do you?”

Then “they ridiculed him and said, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.
We know that God has spoken to Moses. But this man—we do not even know where he comes
from.’

“‘That’s amazing!’ the man answered. ‘You do not know where he comes from, yet he
opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners. But he does listen to anyone who
worships God and does his will. From the beginning of time, no one has ever heard of anyone
opening the eyes of someone born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.’”

And that got him ejected from their presence.

But no one who is cast out and ignored by men for the sake of Jesus is ignored by Jesus.
Jesus came and found him and gave him the chance to confess his faith simply and clearly. “Do
you believe in the Son of God?”

“Who is he, sir,” the man asked, “that I may believe in him?”

Jesus said, “You have seen him”—a reference to his miracle—“and he is the very one
who is speaking with you.”

“Lord, I believe!” the man said, and he knelt down and worshipped Jesus. Someone who
was blind had been exposed to the Light and could now see, in every sense of the word. And
Jesus said that was why he came, so that those who could not see might see.

Before we go on to Jesus’s warning, let’s revel a bit in this gospel comfort. We heard in
our Second Lesson that we were once darkness, but now we are light in the Lord. But did we
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grasp just how dark that darkness was? Jesus means to show us in this account by comparing
spiritual darkness to the physical darkness this man experienced. And what kind of darkness was
that? He wasn’t just an old man joking with his friends, “My doctor says I’'m blind in one eye
and I can’t see out of the other.” He wasn’t just cross-eyed or near-sighted or far-sighted. He was
completely blind from birth; he had never been able to see anything.

The closest I’ve ever come to experiencing that is when I’ve been led deep into a cave or
a mine and the lights have been turned off. Your eyes never adjust. You can wave your hand in
front of your face all you want; you will never detect any sort of motion with your eyes. But even
that’s not a perfect illustration, because I still had a sort of light, namely, I still had the memory
of what my surroundings looked like. This man didn’t even have that.

That’s what each of us is like by nature, spiritually. Do you ever get frustrated talking to
unbelieving relatives or friends, or listening to unbelievers on the radio or television? Do you
ever find yourself thinking, “Argh! How can they not see this?”” Ah, but remember, friends, you
once couldn’t see either, and neither could I, not until the Light dawned on us and we were
exposed to the Light. And even then, we will see that exposure to the Light does not always
result in seeing; sometimes it results in retreating further into the darkness. That could have been
us, and the fact that it’s not us is only due to the grace of God, nothing more.

To be able to say to Jesus, “Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of Man and
the Son of God, who was given over to death for my sins,” and to worship him as your Savior—
that is due only to the light that proceeds from the mouth of Jesus, namely his Word.

2.

But Jesus also said there was a negative result of exposure to the Light, that those who
could see, that is, those who thought they could see, those who did not acknowledge their natural
blindness, would become truly blind, that is, would thrust themselves into deepest darkness.

When I was watching the movie Changeling, I kept on thinking, “Why wouldn’t the Los
Angeles Police Department just admit they were wrong? Doesn’t it take so much more effort and
trouble to keep trying to cover up your mistakes than it does to admit them?”

We see the Jewish leaders doing much the same thing. First, they try to deny the miracle.
Then they try to call the miracle a sin. Then they tried to deny the miracle again. Then they tried
to get the person who had been healed to call the miracle-performer a sinner. And when he
wouldn’t do that, then they called the person who had been healed a sinner. Everywhere they
turned, they were confronted with the light of the truth and tried to escape it. Eventually, it led to
them attempting to snuff out the Light entirely when they handed Jesus over to Pontius Pilate to
be crucified.

But notice what happens in the process: As the Light shines brighter and brighter, they
get more and more ridiculous in their efforts to escape it, and thereby they actually embolden
others, like the man who had been healed, to testify more clearly about the Light. And when the
man gets emboldened, the Light shines even brighter, and the enemies of the Light become even
more raving mad in their blindness. The result is that not only do the Jewish leaders remain in
their blindness, but people who before had respected these Jewish leaders as enlightened people
now recognize just how blind they are.



Isn’t this what happened in the early Christian Church? The Romans tried to extinguish
Christianity by putting Christians to death, but rather than extinguishing Christianity, many
ordinary people asked, “Why would you put to death people who work hard, are faithful to their
spouse, and are kind and generous to their neighbors, just because they associate with a man
named Jesus? Furthermore, with whom would I rather be associated? With those who are so
angry that they would put such people to death, or with those who are so convinced about this
man Jesus and what he did that they are willing to die in his name?” And so instead of being
extinguished, the Christian Church grew, and the very Light they were trying to snuff out only
exposed their blindness even more.

How can our unbelieving relatives and acquaintances not see, brothers and sisters? Why
can they not see? Paul says, “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that
they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (2
Corinthians 4:4). The Light forces people to admit that they were in darkness, that they were
mistaken, that they were wrong, that they were blind, and that means severing the cord between
their hearts and money, possessions, pleasure, entertainment, and fame. Ultimately, it means
giving up their favorite idol—our favorite idol by nature—self. And some simply refuse to do
that. They would rather wear themselves out trying to escape the Light than simply admitting
they are blind and in need of the Light.

“For judgment I came into this world, in order that those who do not see will see, and
those who do see will become blind.” These are the effects of exposure to the Light. God grant
that by his Word he may keep us from returning to our former blindness and darkness and that by
giving us a faith in Christ ever more steadfast and strong we might always be able to confess
freely, “I was blind, but now, in Jesus Christ, I see.” Amen.



